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I will come back in a minute. 
I yield to the majority leader. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I move to proceed to executive session 
to consider Calendar No. 415. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Gen. John E. Hyten for ap-
pointment as Vice Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to 
the grade indicated while assigned to a 
position of importance and responsi-
bility in accordance with title 10, 
U.S.C., sections 154 and 601: to be Gen-
eral. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Gen. John E. Hyten for appoint-
ment as Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and for appointment in the United 
States Air Force to the grade indicated while 
assigned to a position of importance and re-
sponsibility in accordance with title 10, 
U.S.C., sections 154 and 601: to be General. 

Mitch McConnell, Roger F. Wicker, John 
Cornyn, Richard C. Shelby, John Bar-
rasso, Johnny Isakson, Richard Burr, 
Thom Tillis, Mike Rounds, Mike Crapo, 
James E. Risch, Roy Blunt, John Booz-
man, John Thune, David Perdue, John 
Hoeven, Steve Daines. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE PHILIPPINES 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, 
killings of environmental defenders are 
shockingly common in Latin America, 
Africa, and Asia. The assassination of 
Berta Caceres in Honduras 3 years ago, 
orchestrated by top officials of a hy-
droelectric company and carried out by 

retired and Active-Duty soldiers who 
had received training from the United 
States, was emblematic of the wide-
spread use of harassment, threats, and 
murder to silence those who coura-
geously call for changes in policies and 
practices to protect the environment. 

According to a report released today 
by Global Witness, the Philippines has 
the highest number of killings in Asia 
of people who oppose illegal logging, 
destructive mining, and corrupt agri-
business, with at least 30 cases docu-
mented in 2018. The total number is 
likely higher, as some investigations 
are ongoing. Many of the victims sim-
ply wanted a say in how their land and 
the country’s natural resources are 
used. The perpetrators are almost 
never arrested or prosecuted. 

On July 25, 2016, the Philippines’ 
newly elected President Rodrigo 
Duterte delivered his first state of the 
nation address. He promised to safe-
guard the country’s rural and indige-
nous communities, tackle corruption, 
and protect the environment. The re-
sults since then paint a very different 
and distressing picture. If President 
Duterte meant what he said, he has 
failed miserably. According to Global 
Witness, in the 3 years before Duterte 
took office at least 65 land and environ-
mental defenders were murdered. That 
was appalling enough. But in the 3 
years since he came to power, that 
number rose to 113. At least 31 of those 
murders were reportedly committed by 
the Philippine Armed Forces, whose 
soldiers and officers act with near total 
impunity. 

The Philippines is a major recipient 
of U.S. military aid, and we are per-
ceived by the families of the victims to 
be enablers of these crimes. In addition 
to increasing support for local environ-
mental defenders, the Secretary of 
State and Administrator of the U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
should urge the Duterte government to 
ensure that the right to free, prior, and 
informed consent of those impacted by 
policies and practices that threaten 
their land and natural resources is re-
spected. This is necessary not only to 
prevent the destruction of forests and 
farms, the pollution of watersheds, and 
the extinction of species, but to avoid 
confrontations and violence that result 
when extractive industries, supported 
by the Armed Forces and police, run 
roughshod over local communities. 

The Secretaries of State and Defense 
should also ensure that those in the 
Philippine Armed Forces who receive 
our aid respect the rights of civilians 
and are accountable to the rule of law. 
When abuses occur they should be thor-
oughly investigated and the individuals 
responsible brought to justice. The 
Leahy Laws require that, and it is the 
responsibility of U.S. officials to en-
sure that they are enforced. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 

Act requires that Congress receives 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
19–62 concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Thailand for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $400 million. After 
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan 
to issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 19–62 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Thailand. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment*: $300 million. 
Other: $100 million. 
Total: $400 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): Eight (8) 
AH–6i Helicopters, Light Attack-Reconnais-
sance. 

Fifty (50) AGM–114R Hellfire. 
Two-hundred (200) Advance Precision Kill 

Weapon System (APKWS) Rockets. 
Non-MDE: Also included are ten (10) M134 

Mini Guns, ten (10) M260 Rocket Launchers, 
ten (10) M299 Longbow Hellfire Launcher, ten 
(10) AN/APN–209 Radar Altimeter, eight (8) 
AN/APR–39(V)(4), four (4) GAU–19/B .50 Cal 
Machine Gun, five-hundred (500) Hydra 70 
Rockets, twenty (20) AN/AVS–6 Night Vision 
Goggles, eight (8) WESCAM MX–10Di Cam-
eras, ten (10) AN/APX–123 IFF, ten (10) AN/ 
ARC 201E–VHF–FM, ten (10) AN/ARC–231 w/ 
MX–4027, ten (10) LN–251 Inertial Navigation 
System/Global Positioning System (EGI), 
Aircrew Trainer (ACT), Pilot Desktop Train-
er (PDT), Virtual Maintenance Trainer 
(VMT), contractor provided pilot and main-
tainer training, peculiar ground support 
equipment, spares, publications, integrated 
product support, technical assistance, qual-
ity assurance team, transportation, and 
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support. 
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